


Mr Alan Shatter T.D.  
Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence
I am very pleased as Minister for Justice, Equality 
and Defence to host this historic event on behalf of 
the Government which marks the Centenary of the 
Foundation of the Irish Volunteers. This Commemoration 
is a key event in the Decade of Commemorations 
Programme which is under the guidance of my colleague, 

Mr. Jimmy Deenihan, T.D., Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.

The Irish Volunteers was the first open military organisation in Ireland and 
was also voluntary, democratic, national and non-sectarian. It provided a 
template for the modern Defence Forces that came to fruition following the 
establishment of the Free State. 

A hundred years ago, Eoin MacNeill sought three qualities from those who had 
volunteered to join the Irish Volunteer Army; courage, vigilance and discipline. 
These are the same attributes that are embodied in the modern Defence Forces 
and as Minister for Defence, I am aware of many acts by members of the Army, 
Naval Service and Air Corps where these qualities have been demonstrated.

I would like to acknowledge the contribution of the Department of Defence 
and the Defence Forces in today’s commemoration. In particular, Military 
Archives is to be commended for its outstanding work in putting together a 
very comprehensive exhibition of the period which members of the public can 
visit in the Pillar Room in the Rotunda during the coming week.

Mr. Jimmy Deenihan T.D. 
Minister for Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht
The formation of the Irish Volunteers was a key milestone 
along the path to the foundation of the Irish State. As 
Minister with responsibility for the Decade of Centenaries 
2012 - 2022, I see the event being commemorated today as 
a pivotal moment when the Home Rule movement passed 
from political discussion into the realm of direct action. 
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Lt Gen Conor O’Boyle
Chief of Staff, Defence Forces 
As Chief of Staff, it is my pleasure to welcome our guests 
to this ceremony on the occasion of the Cente nary of 
the Foundation of the Irish Volunteers. On this very 
location 100 years ago, the Irish Volunteers were founded 
following a public meeting in the complex of buildings at 
the Rotunda. 

Today’s ceremony, which commemorates the Centenary of the Foundation of 
the Irish Volunteers, has a unique relevance and resonance for the Defence 
Forces. To further mark this occasion, a Military Archives exhibition will be 
available to the public to view in the pillar rooms of the Rotunda from Monday 
25th until Friday 29th November 2013. 

The manifesto of the Irish Volunteers in 1913 which was distributed at the 
Rotunda meeting 100 years ago outlined their objectives namely: to se cure 
and maintain the rights and liberties common to all the people of Ire land; to 
adopt a defensive and protective approach and not to contemplate aggression 
or domination and to learn the use of arms in disciplined action. 

The modern Defence Forces maintains these same values and ethos today that 
were laid down in 1913. 

The traditions of loyalty and service established by the Irish Volunteers during 
that public meeting in November 1913 remains true to the Defence Forces of 
today.

It is necessary for us to reflect on the courage and commitment of the 
remarkable people who engaged in this historic episode, distinguished by their 
commitment to action and resolve to achieve a better future for Ireland and 
its people. 

It is my hope that today’s ceremony will further enhance and stimulate interest 
in the Volunteers, and the other remembered events whose centenaries will 
unfold in the coming months and years, and lead also to a renewed engagement 
with those epochal events.



Outline of the Commemoration Ceremony 24th November 2013

1030hrs: Band Recital. 

1040hrs: Parade formed. 

1045hrs: All Guests present. MC outlines format of Ceremony. 

1048hrs:  Arrival of Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence 
 (Military Honours). 

1051hrs:  Arrival of Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
 (Military Honours). 

1054hrs:  Arrival of Lord Mayor (Military Honours). 

1057hrs: Arrival of An Taoiseach (Military Honours). 

1100hrs: The President arrives with Presidential Escort of Honour. 

1101hrs: Presidential salute from Captain’s Guard of Honour. 

1104hrs: Inspection of Guard of Honour. 

1110hrs:  President enters Garden of Remembrance through  
North Entrance. 

1115hrs:  Commemoration Ceremony 

  An tUachtarán addresses the Assembly.
  Pipers play lament.
  An tUachtarán lays a Wreath on behalf of the People of Ireland.
  One Minute Silence Observed.
  Last Post.
  National Flag adjusted to Full-Mast.
  Reveille.
  National Anthem.
  Air Corps Fly-Past. 

1145hrs: President departs Garden of Remembrance.


