
Minister to Launch exhibition of Roger Casement Sword 
and Hat, 

Kerry Museum, June 18th 2012 

I'm very pleased to be here to launch this display of Roger 

Casement artefacts – in particular his sword and his hat – 

which were seized by the Metropolitan Police in London upon 

his arrest in Kerry in 1916. These artefacts remained in the 

possession of the Metropolitan Police until March of last year 

when they were returned to the National Museum of Ireland.  

These artefacts are of particular interest because they were 

worn by Roger Casement in 1911 when he received a 

knighthood from King George V for exposing the abuse 

Amazonian natives suffered at the hands of employers when 

working on rubber plantations.  

Today we remember Casement as an Irish revolutionary and 

the man who travelled to Germany to seek arms and 

assistance for the Rising. As most of us know, Casement was 

put ashore from a German submarine at Banna Strand in 

Tralee Bay, and if I might mention, as an example of the 

connections that flow between the rising and the First World 

War, it's perhaps not so well known that the main gun of U-19, 

the submarine that Casement travelled on, can now be found 

on display in Bangor, Co. Down where it is part of a monument 



to Edward Bingham who won a Victoria Cross at the Battle of 

Jutland. 

 

I know that the Kerry Museum are planning a major exhibition 

on Roger Casement for 2016, and I am very much looking 

forward to this. There are stories of the impact that Casement 

had on the people touched by Casement's presence in Kerry 

that have yet to be told, and his arrest in Ardfert sent 

shockwaves through the County. I know that the museum is 

working on telling these stories as the centenary of those 

events approaches, but as of 100 years ago, Roger Casement 

was still employed by the British Government, and his famous 

testimonies about the abuse of the Putomayo Indians were just 

about to be published in what became known as the 'Blue 

Book'. 

So today, if I may, I'd like to speak very briefly about Roger 

Casement's work before he became known as an Irish 

revolutionary; because Casement was already a hero long 

before that. From 1895, Roger Casement held consular 

appointments at various locations in Africa, including Boma in 

the Congo, where the British Foreign Office authorised him to 

investigate and report on how local workers and tribes were 

treated.  

 



Many civil servants would have whitewashed the situation, but 

Casement was braver than that, and his report condemned the 

ruthless way in which natives were treated, and he exposed 

systematic infringement of the human rights of the native 

people. Today we recognise that everyone has the right to fair 

trade and the rule of law bound by international guidelines; but 

when Casement's reports called for the protection of the rights 

of natives in Congo and later Peru, he was putting his career on 

the line to speak up for those who could not speak up for 

themselves. It was for these efforts that he was awarded the 

knighthood in 2011, to the presentation of which, as I 

mentioned, he wore this sword and hat.  

 

I am always grateful for opportunities to commemorate the 

heroes of Ireland, and over the coming years I will have the 

chance to participate in many more events marking the 

centenaries associated with Roger Casement as well as of the 

momentous events in our history that occurred between 1912 

and 1922. The Taoiseach has charged me with responsibility 

for the development of a commemorative programme for this 

Decade of Centenaries, and I am preparing a programme of 

events which will present the economic, social and cultural 

history of the period, and will appropriately remember those 

who fought and died for Home Rule, for Irish Freedom, and 

also those who fought in World War I. In a few days I will be 



going to Wexford to the Byrne/Perry Summer School to discuss 

commemorations – I know that there is a Casement Summer 

School running here in Tralee since 2009 and I want to voice 

my support for this initiative – it is through scholarly discussion 

that we best keep alive the spirit and ideals of Casement and 

the heroes of 1798, 1916 and beyond. Other events that are 

planned for this year include the completion and unveiling of 

the restoration of Erskine Childers’s yacht, Asgard, the National 

Day of Commemoration on the 8th of July, exhibitions marking 

the centenary of the signing of the Ulster Covenant in 

September, and the Gallant Sons exhibition which is a 

travelling exhibition on Ireland’s participation in WWI, produced 

by the National Library of Ireland.  

The Cultural Institutions, including the National Museum and 

the National Library, have been working with me on this 

programme, and it is through their efforts, and the effort of 

Helen O'Carroll, Director of the Kerry Museum and all of those 

at the Dublin and Kerry museums that I can be here today to 

launch this exhibition. I am very grateful to them for their hard 

work. My own work on Commemorative events has brought 

home to me the great passion and expertise that exists in 

Ireland when it comes to the study of history, and I hope that 

exhibitions such as this can bring this interest to a new 

generation, as well as furthering understanding among those of 

us already familiar with the history of the time. 



 

So please enjoy this small addition to the Museum's collection, 

and the other excellent exhibits that everyone at the museum 

works so hard to bring together. I hope to be here again soon. 

Thank you.  

 


